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programme for establishing the proletarian dictatorship and the building of
Socialism in Russia.

In his article "Will the Bolsheviks Retain State Power?3' Lenin outlined
the first measures to be taken by the proletarian dictatorship in building up
and consolidating the Soviet state. He treated with withering scorn all the
enemies of the revolution who tried to frighten the masses by stating that the
Bolsheviks would not be able to retain power for even two weeks. <eNo power
on earth/* he said., "can prevent the Bolsheviks^ if only they do not attorn
themselves to be cowed and are able to seize power., from retaining it until
the final victory of the world socialist revolution.*'*

Lenin closely watched the process of development of the revolution and
warned the masses that a counter-revolutionary plot was being hatched.
He called upon the workers and peasants to show restraint^ to be vigilant
and to be in a state of mobilized preparedness. He pointed out that political
power had passed into the hands of a military clique,, and that the bourgeoisie
was assiduously looking for a military dictator "to save Russia/3 i.e.> to save
their rale3 their property and their privileges.

On August 25, General Kornilov, at the behest of the Russian and foreign
imperialists^ organized a revolt with the object of crushing the revolution
and of restoring tsarism. The Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party5
which in this period was personally directed by Stalin, called upon the
workers3 soldiers and sailors to rise in defence of the revolution. Komilov
was crushed.

The masses of the working people became still more convinced that the
Bolshevik Party was the only party that was the true guardian of the interests
of the people^ and they flocked to its support in increasing numbers. The
middle peasants, who had wavered in the period from April to August^ now
began to unite with the poorer section of the rural population. The influence
of the Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries over the masses began to
wane. The Bolsheviks became predominant in the Soviets. In the be-
ginning of September important Soviets like that of Petrograd and Moscow
were already entirely under the control of the Bolsheviks. The defeat of
Komilov ushered in a new period in the development of the revolution^ the
period of organizing the assault.

Events developed precisely as Lenin predicted.

Lenin clearly foresaw the whole course of the revolution., the movements
of the classes and the designs of the enemies who were secretly hatching
another Komilov plot. He realized that the revolution was rapidly approach-
ing the stage of armed insurrection.

Between September 25 and 27, he wrote his historic letter to the Central
Committee and to the Petrograd and Moscow Committees of the Party
bearing the title "The Bolsheviks Must Assume Power/5 and he also wrote
the article "Marxism and Insurrection." In his letter he said that the
Central Committee must "place on the order of the day the armed uprising"
The masses had been convinced by their own experience that the Bolshevik
slogans were correct. Now, he says> "the majority of the people are behind
us.** Now, "victory is certain" "Having obtained a majority in the
Soviets of Workers* and Soldiers* Deputies of both capitals* the Bolsheviks
can and must take power into their hands.****

Lenin taught the Party that insurrection was an art, that careful organ-

* IbM., Book n, p. 51.
** l&af. Book I, p. 221,